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- HRISTMAS Giving -- 


Three new pieces, in ceramic, from St. Benedict’s Craft Shop: 


1. Wall plaque of St. Benedict, beautifully glazed 
in attractive colors, with gold lettering. Round, 
9-inch size. $3.00. 


2. Medal of St. Benedict (6 inches) glazed in shades 
of olive green, chocolate brown or golden brown. 
Mounted on velvet, in 10-inch square frame. $5.00. 


3. Paper weight — Saint Benedict Medal design, 
mounted .on a Maltese cross. Glazed in olive green, 
chocolate brown or golden brown. Size 3 inches. $2.50. 


Our popular ceramic Holy Water Fonts, with symbolic 
design of hart drinking from fountain, representing the 
soul’s thirst for God, are available in delicate shades of 
pink, blue, yellow, green and tan, or in pure white. 
Each, $1.50. 


Available at the same price is our Holy Spirit font— 
cruciform in shape, in pure white, with golden dove hover- 
ing over the cup. 


Another favorite is our 3-inch open-book paper weight. 
On the left side is a monstrance; on the right, a choice of 
the Our Father, the Hail Mary, or “O Sacrament Most 
Holy” in gold lettering. $1.50 each. 


Kindly order from: St. Benedict's Craft Shop 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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HOLY MOTHER CHURCH, “most provident Mother,” as Pope Bene- 
dict XV called her, gives to souls spiritual life and never ceases to nurture, 
sanctify, teach and govern her children. She holds as her most precious treas- 
ures the means she has received from Jesus, her Divine Spouse, to do this: 
the Cross, the Eucharistic Sacrifice, the Sacraments, the Holy Scriptures. Fol- 
lowing her guidance and using these means of grace may we, too, come to that 
full maturity attained by the Saints who have gone before: us. 











Bound together in Charity 


thoughts and prayers to her departed children during the 

month of November, in answer to their plaintive cry for pity 

and aid. As the devoted Spouse of Christ, her Divine Head, 
Mother Church knows the burning desire of the Sacred Heart to 
unite them to Himself in the unending joys of eternal bliss; and, 
as a loving mother, she knows also the extent of her children’s 
suffering and longing as they await their heavenly homecoming. 

Charity toward the Suffering Souls is most acceptable to the 
Heart of Christ, for they are the future saints of heaven, des- 
tined to sing His praises for all eternity. How fittingly Holy 
Church places the day of their commemoration, November 2, in 
the shadow of that great feast of triumph, All Saints’ Day, as if 
to encourage and assure us that victory, light and peace are the 
reward of their present sufferings, and that we have both the 
means and the obligation of helping them to the attainment of 
their eternal rest. 

At no other time of the entire Church year is the beautiful 
unity of the Mystical Body so strikingly evident as it is on these 
two great feasts, when we of the Church Militant upon earth, 
uniting with our Divine Head and the Church Triumphant in 
heaven, implore God’s mercy, light and peace for the members of 
the Church Suffering, the holy souls in purgatory. 

In the liturgy of the Church, there is a striking contrast 
between the Feast of All Saints and the Commemoration of the 
Faithful Departed. On All Saints’ Day her accents are those of 
victory and exultation. The saints are the glory of the Church, 
her compensation for so many infidelities and disappointments 
among her children, the justification for so many sufferings and 
so much sacrifice. The holy souls, on the other hand, invoke her 
pity: they have been overtaken by “the night when no man can 
work,” not indeed in full rebellion against God, but burdened 


| T is with maternal solicitude that Holy Church turns her 
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with faults which cannot be carried into that Presence where 
nothing defiled can enter. In them we see ourselves one day, 
saved by God’s mercy from the disaster of mortal sin, but stained 
with our familiar weaknesses, imperfect and uncleansed. Hence 
we unite with the voice of the Church in commemorating her 
departed with a cry for mercy. 

By the infinite mercy of God, the saints are so numerous 
that no man knows their number. True enough, we can name 
very many of them, but beyond these stretch the ranks of those 
thousands upon thousands whose names we cannot tell. They 
are all those who have lived or at least ended lives in the light of 
Divine Wisdom, giving to all things their true value, careless of 
the goods which pass, tenacious of what is eternal. They have 
sought and found the narrow gate; they have cheerfully sacri- 
ficed whatever would bar their entry. They have proved that 
there is no state in this world but sanctity can improve it; no 
age, no condition, but God can make it the setting of a saint. 


Our Catholic concern for the dead—whether to pray for 
those who have not yet entered into eternal light, or to honor 
those who rest in the joy no man can take from them—has long 
been a puzzle to the world. The comment of the sacred writer 
that Judas Machabeus did well to have sacrifices offered for his 
comrades has long been forgotten and the odd persuasion has 
grown up that to honor God’s best worshippers in some way dis- 
honors God. Only in the wisdom of Catholicism does the human 
race preserve its solidarity. In the Church alone the victors in 
heaven, those warring on earth, and those who suffer the painful 
cleansing of their offenses, are fully brothers, engaged in the 
ultimate charity of helping each other to the blessed vision of 
peace. 

Ours it is to be encouraged by the glorious triumph of our 
saints and to be moved with pity for the suffering souls. But 
let us remember, there is no better way to honor the saints than 
to follow them faithfully to the throne of God; no better way to 
help our brothers, both the living and the dead, than to give 
them first the example of a saintly life and secondly, the prayer 
of a friend of God. 

May, then, our united prayers and sacrifices, offered with 
those of Christ, the Divine Victim, in the holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, lead the souls of our beloved deceased to their “homeland” 
of refreshment, light and peace, to eternal rest in Christ, where 
they will in turn be our intercessors at the throne of God. 
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As Little Children 


ND Jesus called a little child to Him, set it in the midst 
of them, and said, ‘Amen, I say to you, unless you turn 
and become like little children, you will not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. Whoever, therefore, humbles 

himself as this little child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven’ ” (Matt. 18:2-4). 


The spirit of sanctity is the spirit of childhood. A child is 
the model of innocence, simplicity, humility, obedience. Older 
people must live in their souls as children. This they will do by 
drawing near to God as their Father in heaven, loving Him with 
all the devotion and strength of a child’s heart, needing Him, as 
only a child can need a parent, and finally by obeying His Divine 
will as revealed to them in the Commandments of God and of 
the Church. 

The spirit of childhood is the spirit of humility. The great- 
est saints and leaders of all times were those whose souls God 
had fashioned, formed and erected on the strong and deep foun- 
dation of humility—an awareness of their absolute dependence 
upon God for everything, coupled with an unbounded confidence 
in the marvels which His grace could accomplish in their souls. 
It was often through failure, misunderstanding, sorrow and trial 
that this foundation was prepared. But the great victory which 
followed resulted from a constant “looking to God,” trusting 
Him, depending upon Him; in short, a childlike need of God’s 
Fatherhood, and a childlike faith and trust. As the Psalmist 
so beautifully expresses it, “Oculi mei semper ad Dominum,” 
“My eyes are always on the Lord” (Ps. 24:15). Here we see 
how sufferings can serve as a great means of uniting us more 
closely to God; how they hold valuable lessons for the good of 
our soul, which could, perhaps, be learned only through a deep 
and vivid experience. These same trials and sufferings, borne 
with patience, resignation and abandonment to the will of the 
Father, will in time purify the soul of much of its duplicity and 
restore the spirit so dear to the Heart of God—the spirit of 
simplicity. 

To find the perfect example of simplicity, one need only 
seek it in a little child. There in those bright, upturned eyes 
we learn the lesson of candor and truth—the lesson of simplicity. 
Perhaps simplicity is one of the most difficult virtues to attain, 
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for it is the perfection or completion of all the other virtues. 
Simplicity is faith, hope and love known and lived; simplicity 
is also one of the glorious attributes of Almighty God. Sin, 
pride, the forgetfulness of God, self-sufficiency, all tend to de- 
tract from the soul’s quest of God. Simplicity surmounts all 
these barriers, and as an arrow going straight to the mark, 
leads the soul directly to the Divine arms of a loving Father. 


The spirit of childhood is also the spirit of the Gospel, for 
it was the spirit of Christ. Christ so loved children that He be- 
came one of them. He could have come into the world as a 
king, because He was the King of kings. But He would not deny 
Himself the joy of being a little child. His entire life, as opened 
up to us by the four evangelists, was permeated with a filial love 
for His Father. His one great mission upon earth was to do the 
things that were pleasing to the Father; to accomplish His most 
holy will. The “Ecce venio—Behold, I come,” which the psalm- 
ist places upon His lips at the time of His birth in Bethlehem, 
and the last words uttered during His mortal life, “Father, into 
Thy hands I commend My spirit,” show us that He was above 
all a child, a child of the Father whose eyes were ever raised 
heavenward seeking the Father’s will. The spirit of childhood 
is not a spirit of weakness, of sentimentality or cowardice. Not 
only does man not unman himself by humbling himself—for 
thereby he is but believing himself to be what he really is—but, 
according to the Gospel expression, the degree of that voluntary 
abasement is the measure of his exaltation in God’s sight: 
“‘Whosoever, therefore, humbles himself as this little child, he 
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:4). The 
Holy Spirit is liberal beyond measure in bestowing His gifts on 
one who is sure to refer all the glory of them to the»Divine 
Giver. It is to the little that the Lord of heaven and earth 
makes revelations, which He hides from the worldly wise and 
prudent. Or, rather, the truly wise are these same “little” ones 
who understand and have experienced the mysteries of God’s 
infinite love and who have been invited to the banquet of Divine 
Wisdom: “Whosoever is a little one, let him come to me” (Prov- 
erbs 9:4). They are nothing in their own eyes; and yet it is in 
them that, among all the children of men, the Son of God finds 
His delights. This spirit of childhood proves a great challenge 
to our proud, assertive human nature, and it is a spirit for which 
we should daily pray. Perhaps that is why the saints found 
such spiritual treasures in the simple prayer which fell from the 
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lips of Our Lord when His disciples asked Him to teach them to 
pray. “Our Father’—these very words bring us to the state of 
spiritual littleness and dependence upon God. Each deep yet 
simple phrase reveals to us the Soul of Christ, who called Him- 
self “the Way,” our living example and model of the Christian 
life. 


On the glorious and triumphant feast of All Saints, which 
we celebrate on November 1, Holy Mother Church will pay hon- 
or to the great host of her spiritual children, who, after a life of 
trial and generous co-operation with God’s grace, have arrived 
at the heavenly homeland. The greatest saints, saints who did 
great things for Christ and for His Church—St. Therese of 
Lisieux, the model of spiritual childhood; St. Pius X, to whom 
we owe the countless graces which frequent Holy Communion 
has poured out upon the world; the fiery apostle of the early 
Church, St. Paul, who was forced to exclaim, “When I am weak, 
then am I strong” (2 Cor. 12:10)—all possessed the spirit of 
humility, simplicity, the spirit which permitted God to accom- 
plish perfectly His designs in their souls. The spirit of child- 
hood, after leading the soul to a deep simplicity, will reveal to it 
hidden wellsprings of love, peace and spiritual joy—those pre- 
cious fruits which the Holy Spirit, having taken possession of 
the surrendered soul, will bring to maturity. Let us, on this 
great family feast of Holy Church, beg the intercession of the 
members of the Church Triumphant, that they may obtain for 
us the spirit of simplicity and humility, so necessary for entrance 
into the Kingdom of Love and eternal bliss. And let us beg the 
Mother of Christ, who is also our Mother, to teach us the lessons 
of simplicity and sanctity; to show herself a Mother, and draw 
us daily to a more perfect fulfilment of the Gospel precept: 
“Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like little chil- 
dren, you will not enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 


18:3). 
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O my soul, love the LOVE that loves thee from eter- 
nity. —-Cardinal Merry del Val (300 days’ indulgence.) 
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The Love of Jesus Christ — The Royal 
Road to Sanctity 


HE story is told of a young man who, desiring to walk in 

the perfect way, went out to the desert to question a 

saintly hermit. ‘Which,” he asked, “is the royal road to 

sanctity?” When the hermit did not reply, the young 

man continued: “Is it meditation upon spiritual things?” The 

hermit answered: “No.” “Is it thought upon the enormity of 

sin and its offense to God?” Again the hermit answered: “No.” 

“What, then,” the young man repeated, “is the royal road to 

sanctity?” And the hermit answered: “The love of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.” 

Yes, the great fundamental fact upon which Christianity 
rests is the personality of Jesus Christ. As the rainbow’s colors, 
coming to our eye through a prism, are centered in one pure 
ray of sunlight, so all the messages of the Prophets, all the teach- 
ings of the Apostles, and all the doctrines of the Church, are 
centered in Jesus Christ, God and Man. 

Jesus Christ! With that word there rises before us the 
vision of a Man who walked this earth in living flesh and blood 
nineteen centuries ago; a Man who won others by the gentleness 
of His manners, by the kindness of His words, by the revelation 
in His own person of the grandeur and nobility that were lying 
dormant in the human heart; a Man who has exercised over 
humanity an influence greater than that of all prophets and 
apostles combined; a Man who has called forth the homage of 
the world and of the ages. 

But with that Name there comes also the conviction that 
Jesus Christ was more than a man; that He was God come upon 
earth; that His teachings were so sublime, His life so perfect, 
and His claims to Divinity so clear, and that His words bore 
such indubitable testimony to His claims, that He could have 
been nothing less than God. 

Jesus Christ is the revelation of the eternal love of God 
Himself, and of the love of God for man; of the love that reaches 
back into eternity before time was, and reaches forward into 
eternity when time shall be no more. The eternity of love exist- 
ing in the Blessed Trinity is made clear to us through Jesus 
Christ, both by His deeds and by His words, as revealed to us 
in the holy Gospels. And His personality thus manifests to us 
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a truth that bears most intimately upon human life. For if in 
the depths of eternity the actuating principle of the Divine life 
is love, then it must also be the animating spirit that moves God 
to bestow His blessings and favors upon creatures. “Herein is 
love, not that we have loved Him, but that He loves us.” This 
is the secret that explains all—God is love! Love is the angels’ 
song of wonder now, and will be ours for all eternity. The 
thoughts of God are love; His will is love; His providence is love; 
His dispensations are love; His all is love, for God in His inmost 
nature is LOVE. 


The motive of Christ’s coming to earth was His love for 
man; for He came to raise humanity from its degradation. He 
came to find “the sheep that was lost”; He came, “not to judge 
the world, but that the world might be saved by Him.” In the 
abundance of His overflowing Heart, Christ came “that all might 
have life and have it more abundantly.” This eternal love of 
God, manifested in the Divine and human love of Jesus Christ, 
calls forth human love in response—and in that response has 
ever been found the way of perfection for the human soul. It is 
impossible to enumerate all the reasons why we should love 
Jesus Christ, and it is equally impossible to understand why the 
whole human race does not love Him. He is the one and only 
perfect man known to the world. His figure stands among the 
race of men like a pillar, beautiful and intact, with its symmetry 
unimpaired and its loveliness untarnished, alone amid the ruins 
of a temple. He is the perfect, the sinless, the stainless one; He 
is, as one of our own poets has called Him, the “crystal Christ.” 
He was a perfect man. He possessed tenderness without weak- 
ness, energy without passion, strength without severity. He was 
merciful to sinners, kind to the weak and suffering, compassion- 
ate to His fellowmen. When there was question of infusing a 
little of His Divine fire of love for God into men, He was insen- 
sible to fatigue, He forgot danger, He disdained difficulty. 


To the multitudes who through the ages have found 
strength in His deeds, hope in His words, learning in His teach- 
ing, encouragement in His example, and life in following Him, 
Jesus Christ is not a dead figure from the past which has power 
to compel only their wonder and admiration. No, He is to them 
a living personality, with a living power that possesses qualities 
which attract and allure the soul; a power that can enthrall and 
sustain the heart; the power of a God-Man to win souls to Him- 
self, and bring them into that union of the Divine and human 
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which is the divinely ordained goal of the human soul. It is the 
living Christ who appeals, and to that living Christ, men and 
women have devoted their best energies and have paid their 
tributes of affection in many ways. 

It was this ideal yet real Personality who called forth such 
men as Bernard and Francis, who through their eloquent words 
bore Christ into the hearts of men. It was this Personality that 
brought forth men like Thomas and Bonaventure, who by their 
learning brought Christ to the intellects of men. It was this 
Personality that brought forth men like Louis and Edward, who 
through their just laws and equitable administration brought 
Christ into the civic life of men. It was this Personality that 
brought forth a Raphael and a Fra Angelico who through their 
art brought the reality of Christ before the eyes of men’s souls; 
such men as Dante, Calderon, Caedman, who through the me- 
dium of poetry revealed to men the beauty that is Christ. 


Yes, it was this love of Jesus Christ that begot generation 
after generation of those who, not content with giving their 
works, gave themselves. It was this love of Jesus Christ that 
reddened the sands of the Roman amphitheatre with the blood 
of martyrs; it was this love that sent the apostles of the earliest 
days forth to hardship, persecution and to death itself. It was 
this love that sent missionaries of every age to give of their 
strength, to give of their love, to give of their lives, that souls 
might be won for God. It was this love that made saints out of 
sinners, that changed the lives of such men as Paul and Augus- 
tine. It is this love that has inspired the countless men and 
women who have served and worked and toiled and given them- 
selves for others because they know that thus they give them- 
selves to Christ. This love is the secret of every example of 
sanctity that the world has known down even to the present 
time and down to the last name to be enrolled upon God’s roll 
of saints. 

The love of Jesus Christ must be the way of eternal life for 
us. The power that begets in our hearts obedience to God and 
the fulfilment of our obligation to fellowmen is a personal love 
for the Person of Christ. He is to us all in all; He is the measure 
of time and eternity. He fills to overflowing the depths of the 
otherwise unsatisfied soul. 

The love of Jesus Christ! If doubts assail us, that love 
urges us to have recourse to Him and to His teachings for the 
solution of our difficulty. If we wish to know the greatness or 
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littleness, the baseness or nobility of a deed, that love moves 
us to place the deed beside His holiness. If with the blood of 
passion boiling in our veins we are tempted to do wrong, that 
love causes us to seek His grace, that we may have the power to 
resist. If we are good Samaritans to the poor and sick, our love 
for Christ spiritualizes our work because we are helping Him, 
remembering His words: “Whatsoever you do unto the least 
of these, My brethren, you do unto Me.” If with earnestness 
and devotion we have recourse to the sacraments, it is because 
our love tells us that through His personal will, they have the 
power to give His grace, His very strength, to our soul. If we 
strive to live a true Christian life, to reach the ideals that He 
has set, it is because our love makes a personal answer to His 
personal appeal, because our hearts respond to His Heart, be- 
cause we wish to belong to Him. 


The love of Jesus Christ! Its source is the Heart of Christ. 
Its home is the heart of man. Who that has not known this 
love, given and returned, can even imagine it? And who that 
has known it can ever describe it? No human joy can equal the 
joy of a heart possessed of the love of Jesus Christ. Its home is 
the secret recesses of the heart. There it lies, pulsating with 
every heartbeat, the gift of the victor Christ to the victorious 
human soul. 


Let all, then, that Christ has done for us not be in vain. 
Let His love for us awaken in our hearts and minds a deeper 
sense of the necessity of personal service and personal love of 
Him. Can our ears hear the Voice calling from afar, beyond the 
world of the unspiritual? Can our eyes see the Vision that has 
been the guiding inspiration of so many heroic lives? Do we 
hear and see Jesus Christ, living, breathing, speaking, loving 
still, as of old, calling to us as He called His first disciples, show- 
ing us the beauty as well as the duty of sacrifice and self-denial, 
of resignation and patience, and of all that raises men above the 
earthly? beckoning us on to the heights of goodness that can be 
reached only through struggle and warfare? claiming from us in 
return for His great love, a love that knows no limits, that stops 
at no demands upon it, that works and gives unstintingly 
through the sweet and bitter ways of life unto the very end? 
speaking to us in the most alluring voice that man has ever 
heard, and from a Heart, the depths of which no man ever 
sounded? Do we hear and see Him thus? Then we are His true 
followers, reflecting in a world of hate; His love; bearing to the 
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sick of heart and sorely stricken, His word and touch of sym- 
pathy; to the sorrowing, His joy; to the troubled, His peace. 
Possessing in our own souls a joy that no human pleasure or 
human triumph can bring, we show forth in this place of shad- 
ows the beauty of His life, for this joy is the joy of God. 




















Help for Loved Ones in Purgatory 


away only yesterday in God’s acre, or perhaps many 

years ago. In their silent graves are those who have 

smiled with us and have shared in our joys: who have 

wept with us and who were partners in our sorrows. Among 

those who are gone are some whom we feel we have not loved 

enough and would fain have back to show them marks of affec- 

tion: others whom we have loved too selfishly and perhaps in- 

jured by our example. In their cold graves, too, there may be 

those whom we should have lifted up to higher things, but 

whom, alas, we cast down, lowering their ideals and weakening 
their generous purposes. 

Could we have the dear dead back, how differently, we 

think, we should act toward them! But they are gone, never to 


LL of us have friends among the dead, dear ones laid 
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return, and in this life we shall not look upon their faces again. 
At their deathbeds we were sad, and sincerely so. In our grief 
we promised never to forget them in our prayers. We pledged 
our word that their memory would linger with us till we had 
joined them in a better land, where there is no parting. 

We did not intend to be faithless to our deathbed pledges, 
yet have we kept our word? Have we been true to the promise 
that brought comfort to their souls, ebbing onwards towards 
eternity? brought light to their eyes, fast filming with the shad- 
ows of the grave? How soon after the first few months of pain 
and loneliness did the memory of them begin to grow dim? 

The keenest sorrow is early blunted, and the deepest grief 
is soon assuaged. It is well, of course, that this should be so; 
otherwise sorrow’s burdens would be unbearable. But the mem- 
ory of our loved dead ought not to die; we should continue to 
remember them in our prayers all through the passing years, 
for we cannot fathom the justice of God, nor tell how long they 
may be detained in purgatory. 


A Special Consolation 


A consoling and powerful means of daily, hourly, yes con- 
stantly recommending your beloved deceased to the charity and 
mercy of God, is our Association of Perpetual Adoration. By 
this means, untold consolations may be obtained for these souls 
so dear to you, who look to you for help in their great sufferings. 

Enrollment is perpetual, open to both the living and de- 
parted, and enables the member to participate in the unceasing 
prayer which ascends to God from our five Adoration Chapels, 
including the daily Masses and Communions of all the Sisters. 
For simple membership, one dollar for each name to be enrolled 
is the customary offering, and for privileged membership, which 
includes additional benefits, an offering of at least ten dollars 
is asked to assist us in maintaining the service of Perpetual 
Adoration in all our Sanctuaries. The name of the person to be 
enrolled must be inscribed in the Register of the Association at 
our Motherhouse in Clyde, Missouri. An attractive certificate, 
listing the benefits enjoyed, is issued for each person. 

What more valuable or appropriate CHRISTMAS GIFT 
could be offered for a loved one (whether living or deceased) 
than a participation in the wonderful benefits of our Associa- 
tion? 


NOVEMBER — 1957 205 











~ = 


Pathways of Light 


i HE quietly falling rain made a gentle accompaniment to 





the conversation in the priest’s study. Three old friends 

were having a reunion and the conversation had touched 

on many things, turning at last, since all three were con- 
verts, to the ways in which God draws souls to Himself. 

“T suppose each of us could relate an experience which led 
him to the Church,” the priest began. “For myself, it all started 
during the first World War. Our Captain was a man we all 
liked and respected—brave, resourceful, and not one to ask any 
of his men to do anything he wouldn’t do himself. One night, 
having something to ask him about the next day’s plans, I 
knocked quietly at the door of his quarters. Getting no answer, 
I opened the door slightly and looked in to see if he were there. 
Seeing him kneeling by his bed, absorbed in prayer, a string of 
what seemed to be black beads in his hand, I withdrew quickly 
and then knocked loudly on his door. This time he answered. 
This little incident made a great impression on me, but I never 
spoke of it to anyone. Later, when wounded and lying in the 
hospital for several weary months, the nursing Sisters who were 
our good angels introduced me to the rosary, and soon after, 
owing to their prayers and example, I became a Catholic and 
later a priest.” 

“It was rather similar with me,” said the eldest of the 
group, a well-to-do business man. “When I started working in 
the store, one of my first assignments was to take some samples 
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of beautiful lace to the house of a famous opera star. When I 
arrived, she was busy with another caller and had me wait in 
another room. On a table in this room was an ivory Crucifix 
and a silver statue of the Blessed Virgin. A light in a crimson 
glass burned before them. Attracted by the beauty of the statue 
and the Crucifix, I was examining them when the singer came 
in again. ‘I see you are admiring my treasures. They are lovely, 
aren’t they?’ she said. “They were given me by my husband as 
a wedding gift.’ Rather timidly, as I was only eighteen then, 
I answered. “They are beautiful, Madame, but may I ask why 
the light burns before them?’ ‘Because this is my little oratory,’ 
she answered, quite simply. ‘Oratory?’ I asked. ‘What is that?’ 
Surprised, she looked at me and said: ‘I forgot that you are 
probably not a Catholic. An oratory is a place where one prays.’ 
‘And do you pray here, Madame?’ ‘Oh, yes! every morning and 
evening and whenever I have to make an important decision. 
I never leave to sing at the opera before kneeling here to ask 
Christ and His Mother to bless what I do and pray that it may 
be done for their glory.’ 


“There was no trace of egoism or self-importance in her 
words. She was simplicity itself and so charming and friendly 
that I still cherish her memory. She told me she was to sing in 
the Cathedral the next day at the wedding of a friend, and in- 
vited me to attend. It was the first time I had ever set foot in 
a Catholic church, but not the last. Something, or to put it 
better, Someone there attracted me so powerfully that I kept 
coming back. And you know the rest; I have been a Catholic 
now for over fifty-five years.” 


The youngest of the group, the music-critic for an influen- 
tial paper, now told his story: “When I was in my early twen- 
ties, I liked to visit different churches, more out of curiosity than 
devotion. My piety was not increased by these visits, as I had 
little faith in the sincerity of the people I saw on these occasions. 
Having heard from childhood of the idolatry supposedly prac- 
ticed by Catholics, I always avoided Catholic churches. But 
one morning a drenching spring rain forced me to enter one till 
the storm had passed. I went in and sat down in a back pew, 
looking around curiously. As I learned later, it was the moment 
of Consecration. Every head was bowed, and one could almost 
hear the people breathing. A peculiar feeling seized me. It 
was clear that here there was faith and prayer. I had never 
experienced anything like it in the other churches I knew. After 
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the service, when the people left, reverent and silent to the end, 
I remained as if chained there. Finally, with a queer reluctance, 
I too left, but I knew that I would be coming back. The storm 
was over and there was a vivid freshness in the air. There was 
freshness in my heart, too; I felt as if I had found a new har- 
mony for which I had been searching a long time. In less than 
three months I became a Catholic.” 

“It makes one appreciate the poet’s words,” said the priest 
softly. “Yes,” agreed the music-critic: “surely, ‘more things 
are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.’ ” 


Choose NOW! 


EOPLE may be divided into three classes as regards their 
p spiritual state. The first class consists of those who give 
themselves up to sin; the second, of those who, though not 
slaves to this taskmaster, are very lukewarm in the service 
of God; and the third, of those who are truly fervent. The 
proverb is generally admitted that, as men live, so do they die. 
We may conclude then that there are also three kinds of deaths: 
the death of the sinner; the death of the lukewarm; and the 
death of the just. 

It is the common destiny of all of us to die, so one of these 
deaths will certainly be ours some day. It behooves us, then, to 
choose now, while time is still ours, which of the three it shall be. 

During this month of November, the Church reminds us 
very forcibly of death by the Commemoration of All Souls on 
the 2d, and by a pious dedication of the whole month to the poor 
souls. This would be a most appropriate time, then, for us to 
consider the different kinds of deaths, so that we may be moved 
to regulate our lives in such a way as to merit a happy death 
and a happy eternity. 


Death of the Wicked 


“The death of the wicked,” says the Psalmist, “is very 
evil.” This is literally true from whatever point we look at it. 
Let us suppose that a person who has lived with no regard for 
God and His laws receives warning of his approaching death by 
a slow-working but fatal disease such as cancer. This lingering 
disease is intended by God to give him time for repentance and 
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atonement for his past wicked life. It is, so to say, the last effort 
of God to win him back to Himself and to prepare him to appear 
before his eternal Judge. Will he take advantage of it? There 
is a strong probability that he will not. 

When a person has lived a long time in sin, he does not 
easily turn back to God. The act of conversion requires the 
application of one’s mental faculties to arouse the sluggish will; 
but in sickness the mind is usually clouded and disquieted and 
incapable of applying itself to the serious task of conversion. 
More than likely, the chief concern of this person afflicted with 
cancer will be how he can be cured. His thoughts will be oc- 
cupied with his pain and misery, and with remedies to be used. 
So at least in the early stages of the disease, he will probably not 
take advantage of his sickness to prepare himself for death— 
unless, of course, prayers on the part of others are able to win 
for him that tremendous grace. But he will probably put off 
his conversion, and when the malady becomes worse, his senses 
will be dulled with pain and he will hardly be able to make the 
required effort. And, as may be the case, if he loses conscious- 
ness before his conversion, he will indeed be spared the anguish 
of the sinner who knows he is dying and has to meet his Judge; 
but will this insensibility be a favor? Rather, will it not be a 
dreadful punishment? an indication that he will be taken away 
in his sins, with all their leprous defilement encrusting his soul? 
What an evil, then, death will be for him! To be presented in 
his sinful state before the all-holy God, to be judged for every 
thought he ever entertained, every word he ever spoke, every 
deed he ever performed, and every good work he omitted; to be 
condemned, banished from the face of God, and with His eternal 
curse—“Depart from Me!’’—to be cast into the eternal fires of 
hell! Truly, what an evil death is that of the hardened sinner! 
But it is his own choice, because he refused grace and put off his 
conversion. 


Death of the Lukewarm 


Is the death of the lukewarm and tepid any better? Surely, 
the half-hearted Christian cannot be put on a level with the sin- 
ner, who, with his eyes wide open, plunges headlong into sin. . . 
Let us see. 

Tepidity or lukewarmness is a state most hateful to God. 
It is an attempt on the part of man to halt midway between 
good and evil. It is the wish to serve two masters who are 
directly opposed to each other. To accomplish this is an impos- 
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sibility. It must end in failure. For the tepid are deprived of 
the special favors which God extends to His faithful children. 
They are cut off from the abundant flow of graces which the 
fervent receive. Being thus neglected and abandoned by God 
as they neglect and abandon Him, they become weak and easily 
fall a prey to the devil. When he attacks them, they have not 
the strength to resist nor the will to ask for the grace to with- 
stand the temptation. In consequence, they fall, and fall griev- 
ously, oftentimes without being aware that they have lost the 
friendship of God; for, though they are not sensible of their de- 
fection, it is a consequence of their wilful blindness. Hence, 
the condition of the lukewarm is practically the same as that 
of the brazen sinner, and quite likely he will die a similar death. 

When the tepid soul is warned of his danger, he is so dead 
to the things of God that he gives no heed to the warning. But 
if his impending death is realized, it arouses in him a tempest 
of fear, almost of despair. Unhappy soul, what does he look 
back upon? Upon a life in which scarcely a single action has 
been done as it ought to have been done: prayers recited with 
the lips only, the heart being far away, fastened on worthless 
trifles—without attention or devotion; confessions made without 
due preparation, without sorrowful avowal, without any purpose 
of amendment; Communions received without faith, through 
mere routine; Masses assisted at with distraction and mere 
mechanical routine. There has been no attempt to curb temper, 
to repress vanity, to grow in charity and humility, in truthful- 
ness and sanctity. Looking back, he can find nothing that he 
can truly say was done for God. 


What a wasted life! and the Master is at hand to receive 
an account of His steward! The accounts are all in confusion; 
the talents committed to his care, squandered; the work given 
him to perform, not even begun. Darkness settles over his spirit. 
There is no hope, no consolation. The past is one inextricable 
tangle; the future too dreadful to contemplate; and he despairs. 

Others may encourage him and tell him that God is merci- 
ful, but his very melancholy will probably prevent him from 
bestirring himself sufficiently to hope and to try to prepare his 
soul to appear in God’s presence. And God is also just. Merci- 
ful as He is, He punished the wicked servant; He excluded the 
foolish virgins from the marriage feast; He thrust out into ex- 
terior darkness, where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth, 
the daring intruder who entered the banquet hall without being 
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clothed in a wedding garment. God will not save souls without 
co-operation with His grace. 


Death of the Just 


Yes, the death of the lukewarm is sad to contemplate, and 
sadder still, the death of the unrepentant sinner. But there is 
nothing but joy and consolation in dwelling upon the death of 
the fervent, God-fearing servant. Even if he should be taken 
off in the twinkling of an eye, as often happens, there may be 
natural sorrow on the part of his loved ones, but there is also 
unutterable consolation because the person’s life was such as 
to make him ready when death came. 

In the years that this faithful soul served God, he fought 
many a successful battle. He can look back on an unbroken 
series of victories. He has sorrowed for and blotted out his sins 
in the Blood of the Lamb; he has resisted the world and the 
devil and conquered himself. To this he has added many good 
works of self-denial, of charity, of patience, of every virtue. He 
can look back to prayers well offered, work well done, Masses 
devoutly heard (perhaps daily) and fervent Holy Communions. 
All these actions will speak in his favor, and without doubt he 
will hear from the Divine Judge the thrilling sentence, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant! Enter into the joy of the Lord!” 


NOW Is the Time 


The choice of these deaths is now ours. NOW is the 
time to prepare ourselves, to judge and condemn ourselves. 
NOW is the time to wash away in a flood of sorrow the misdeeds 
that alarm us. NOW is the time to sow the seeds of charity and 
virtue that we hope to reap in the eternal harvest. NOW is the 
time to prepare ourselves, so that when the angel of death reaches 
out his hand to us, we may grasp it with a soul full of love, of 
confidence and faith, full of humility and of firm, steadfast hope, 
and so peacefully breathe forth our life with the sweet Names of 
Jesus and Mary upon our lips. 

Oh, may each one of us die this happy death of the just! 
And why shouldn’t we? God is at our side at every moment with 
His grace; His saints encourage us by their example and inter- 
cession; Mary, the Refuge of sinners, is ever ready to reach out 
to us a helping hand. We must vivify our faith and enter upon 
a new life, a life which refers all things to God and is concerned 
only about the one thing necessary, the love of God and doing 
His will. 
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Golden Crowns 


HE feast of St. Michael, September 29, brought great joy 
to our community in the celebration of the Golden Jubilee 
of nine of our Sisters. There was to have been a tenth, but the 
Divine call to her eternal nuptials came the day before her 
Jubilee day to Sister M. Modesta Steil, and she went to re- 
ceive in reality (as we confidently hope) the golden crown with 
which she would have been symbolically crowned at the altar. 
The call came suddenly, but we trust Sister was fully prepared 
to meet her Divine Bridegroom and to enter with Him into the 
joys of eternity. However, we recommend her dear soul to the 
prayers of our kind readers, so that if her nuptial garment re- 
quires some purification in the cleansing fires of purgatory, her 
hour of release may be hastened. 

The nine Jubilarians were: Mother M. Henrietta Kaiser 
(Columbus, Ohio), the Prioress of our convent in San Diego; 
Sister M. Immaculata, Sister M. Armella and Sister M. 
Antoinette Kreikemeier (sisters) from West Point, Nebraska; 
Sister M. Anastasia and Sister M. Florentine Lickteig (also 
sisters) from Greeley, Kansas; Sister M. Prisca Lang, from 
Switzerland; Sister M. Bernadette Macherey and Sister M. 
Helena Heil, both from Germany. Although the tolling of the 
requiem bell mingled with the glad jubilee chimes, it was never- 
theless a day of great rejoicing, for the Sisters themselves, for 
the community, and for the large number of relatives and friends 
who attended. Rt. Rev. Abbot Stephen Schappler, O.S.B. of 
the nearby Abbey of Conception presided in the sanctuary and 
received the renewal of vows. A brother and a cousin of the 
Lickteig sisters, both Carmelites, were celebrant and subdeacon 
of the Mass, and another brother, also a Carmelite, was present, 
though unable to participate because of ill health. 

Another day of joy for the community was the occasion of 
profession of perpetual vows on August 1 by Sister M. Madonna 
Reilly of Washington, D. C.; Sister M. Caritas Anderson, Des 
Moines, Iowa; Sister M. Alcuin Kessler, Columbus, Ohio; and 
Sister M. William Sledge, Omaha, Nebraska. Temporary vows 
were pronounced by two novices, who received the names of 
Sister M. Michael (Hartleib) and Sister M. Corinne (Amann) 
(the one from Kitchener, Ontario Canada and the other from 
Dazey, North Dakota). It is always inspiring to see fervent 
young souls dedicating themselves to the service of our Eucha- 
ristic King, and particularly to see from what widely separated 
places Our Lord calls His Perpetual Adorers. The sermon on 
the next page was delivered on this latter occasion. 
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Apostolate of the Benedictine Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration 


Sermon given by Rev. Francis Broderick, O.S.B., 
at the Ceremonies of Investment and Profession, 
August 1, 1957 


N THIS beautiful ceremony which we have just witnessed, 
we can see how the Church rejoices over the new Brides 
that have been given to our Divine Savior. The Church 
rejoices, and we the members of the Church, also rejoice. 

Deep in our hearts, we are happy that God in His goodness and 
in His Providence has chosen these young women to come to 
Him and to serve Him in a special way. There is a joy in our 
hearts that we cannot express, though we appreciate it deeply. 
Our thoughts go up to God in thanksgiving for what He has 
done, not only to these young women, but for what He has done 
to us. And yet, in congratulating the parents and relatives and 
friends, there is a tinge of sadness. They feel that they have 
lost these young ladies whom they loved so much. These girls 
have left their homes and have come to the convent, and it 
hurts. There is a natural hurt, and God understands it much 
better than we do. Still you must know—above all, you par- 
ents—that you have not lost these girls. After God and Our 
Lady, you will always be first in their hearts, always first in their 
prayers. On earth there is no one whom they will ever love more 
than they love you. Only God and Our Lady are placed ahead 
of you, and that, you know, is what you would have. So, while 
it pains, you must let the natural hurt go by, and give way to 
the spiritual joy, because these young women are going to mean 
more to you now than they ever meant before. 

Also, my dear friends, you must understand the necessity 
for lives like this. It is our duty to comprehend what God has 
in mind—His Divine Providence—regarding people who adopt 
a life like this. We must understand it. Because if we do not 
have the proper understanding, we can do great harm to religion. 

St. Thomas tells us that the most perfect form of religious 
life is the contemplative life combined with the active life. And 
that is exactly what you have here. The life of these nuns is 
indeed most active. They work; they do manual labor. They 
clean, they dust, they take care of the garden, they take care of 
all the household duties, they work in the laundry, they have a 
kitchen. They have all kinds of work, real manual labor. And 
labor does for them what it does for us—it sanctifies. They make 
vestments; they make altar breads; they make religious articles. 
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They do all this work that is so dear, so necessary for the 
Church, work that has to be done, and that should be done by 
loving hands like theirs. 

More than that, they have the apostolate of the press. 
They send out millions of pamphlets, and articles in their maga- 
zine “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” by which they teach many, 
many souls—souls whom God loves very dearly, souls who would 
not understand a deeper kind of learning, but who can be ap- 
proached by these Brides of Christ, whom the Holy Spirit en- 
lightens to know how to write and what to write, what to put 
down and what to say so that souls may be converted, souls may 
be saved, and souls may be made holier. That is their aposto- 
late! And they teach in so doing! 

They write countless letters to the Catholic people and 
others who appeal to them for consolation and help. And God 
enlightens them to know what to say, how to cure, how to teach, 
how to bring these souls back to God. They give consolation 
and encouragement. That is their apostolate! 

They are nurses! They take care of the sick here. If they 
had doctors, they could use doctors. Bookkeepers, typists, sec- 
retaries, they can use them all! They need them all. 

They are artists! They paint. They do all kinds of artis- 
tic work, even in the vestments and in other religious articles. 
God is using the gifts and talents that He gave them, not for 
worldly fame but for the holiest things, because all that they 
do is connected with religion, with devotions, with the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. 

But above all, and most important of all, they are contem- 
platives! They are brought here to belong to God, and to belong 
to God alone, to think of God, and to be taken up with God. 
They adore perpetually our Divine Savior in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. They are engaged in mental prayer. They pay unceas- 
ing homage to Our Lord, and in all these prayers they are re- 
membering all those for whom God brought them here. 

Understand this, my dear people. These young women 
are not here for their own sanctification alone. They know 
that! They understand that very well. They have been brought 
here to this type of life to sanctify God’s Holy Church! And 
that is why even the Holy Father depends on their prayers, 
depends upon this life of theirs to sustain him, to obtain for him 
grace and strength to carry out his manifold tasks, and he has 
asked them to pray for him, to help him, to keep him lifted up 
through their prayers, to enable him to bear the burden of his 
office. That is what they are doing. 

And how grateful must their Bishop be to know that here 
in his diocese these women are praying for him day and night, 
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that God will enlighten him, strengthen him and give him cour- 
age to do his duty, light to know his duty, to act with prudence 
and uprightness; to sustain him by their prayers and self-sacri- 
fice. How helpful it must be for him to know that no matter 
how busy he is, no matter how much work he is engaged in else- 
where in the diocese, he is being helped and prayed for and sus- 
tained, and heaven is being implored to give light and strength 
to him that he may do well the work of a true shepherd of his 
flock. 

And the priests! We priests, above all, have a special need; 
and we, above all, receive help from them. We give them the 
Blessed Sacrament, and they are grateful for that and they pray 
for us. They realize the dangers that come into our lives, and 
so, day and night, they ask Almighty God to make us holy 
priests, good priests, chaste, clean, temperate, to make our lives 
what they should be, so that by our very living we will attract 
souls to God, we will draw people; so that we will preach the 
right kind of sermons, that we will know how to admonish and 
still love, so we will be unselfish shepherds and leave the ninety- 
nine to go out after the lost one, because of our love of Christ. 
They pray that God will put into our souls knowledge and love 
and holy living, so that we can give these to others. We, above 
all, we priests, owe them much because it is by their prayers, by 
their sacrifices, by their love for Almighty God that we receive 
the graces to be what we are. That is why it is so important for 
us to remember that when we are kept from sin, when we per- 
form our duty well, most often it is not because of our own spir- 
itual lives, but because of the lives of people like these Sisters, 
who have offered themselves to God for us. 


Not only do they pray for us, they suffer for us. You heard 
these young people offer to God their vows of poverty, chastity 
and obedience. Then you saw them kneel and offer themselves 
as victims to Almighty God, victims for God’s Holy Church and 
victims for God’s world. They will suffer, they will suffer very, 
very much, just as Christ suffered; and because of their suffer- 
ings, people like ourselves—above all, priests like ourselves— 
are helped—are saved. 

Do you not understand how necessary these Sisters are? 
What do you think holds back the wrath of Almighty God? 
Why do you think God tolerates murder, fornication, adultery, 
impurity, all those terrible sins in the world? Why does He not 
punish them as He did in the Old Testament, and wipe out, 
destroy cities? Because of people like this, who as it were, hold 
back the wrath of God because of their love for us. They plead 
with Almighty God, that, no matter how great the sins of the 
world may be, He show mercy. And God looks upon these 
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women, who have offered themselves to Him as victims, and for 
the love of them He holds back His wrath. Again and again 
and again, God shows mercy to the rest of the Church, to the 
rest of the world. That is why these Sisters are necessary. We 
have to have them. If we did not have them, the wrath of God 
would descend upon us. We take for granted, now, the peace 
that the Church has and enjoys in this country, we have had it 
for so long. But it could be gone any time. And the power that 
keeps it hers, that implores God to continue to bless us in Amer- 
ica, is the life of people like these whom God has chosen and 
called to suffer and pray for the rest of us. 

You can see, my dear people, that this is a very special 
vocation. These are chosen souls, and that is why it is so im- 
perative for men like myself, and for all of us priests whom God 
has made to be directors of souls, to remember that when young 
girls come to us and tell us that they would like to serve God 
in a contemplative Order, we must in all justice and prudence 
do nothing to turn them aside. We must understand the special 
call that God has given to this particular soul and not point out 
to her that there is a great need for nurses, a great need for 
teachers, a great need for Sisters of social service. Almighty 
God knows that! He knows it well. And He knows that there 
will be good social service Sisters, good nursing Sisters and good 
teaching Sisters, because these young women offer their lives 
to God for them also. They pray that there may be many, many 
vocations, and that they may be good; that they may be holy 
Sisters, holy nursing Sisters, holy teaching Sisters; that they 
may not be hurt by their contact with the world, that they may 
become saints, because of what these Sisters of Perpetual Adora- 
tion are suffering for them and offering for them. That is why 
it would be a crime for me, or priests like me, to turn these souls 
aside and say, “No, don’t go to that contemplative Order. 
Rather go to one of those that are active”, because we are taking 
away what God has given to that soul. The Spirit breathes 
where He will. He gives these particular vocations to certain 
ones. And it would be absolutely immoral for men like me to 
turn some soul aside from God’s special work and have her 
choose the less, 

I would like to offer, now, my sincere congratulations to 
you young women whom God has called to this life. You know 
how sincerely I love your vocation, and I know you will pray 
for all of us and we will surely pray for you. 

Above all, to you, good Parents, my sincere congratulations! 
Just remember, these young women would not be what they are, 
they would not be here today were it not for you. God is not 
going to forget you after what you have given to Him. And 
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these Sisters, here, will never forget you. God has honored you 
greatly in giving you daughters who have become His Brides, 
His special Brides, and He will give you great joy and peace here 
below, but above all, through these, your daughters, He will give 
to you and yours, salvation. They will be the source of many, 
many graces for you. And when you are dying, the very thought 
that you gave your child to Almighty God will bring you su- 
preme consolation. 

And you, brothers and sisters, God has also honored you. 
Live up to the honor that God has given you. These dear sisters 
of yours will not forget you, nor your wives, nor your husbands, 
nor your sons and daughters. They will pray for you day and 
night. You will never be out of their minds, nor out of their 
prayers. Live up to the vocation that God placed in your fam- 
ily. Live up to the honor and dignity that God has brought to 
you today. 

Above all, I want to congratulate especially today, even 
though they may not be here, those priests who directed these 
souls here, those priests who had the wisdom of the Holy Spirit 
and co-operated with God in seeing to it that the wonderful vo- 
cation which God gave these young women and implanted in 
their hearts, has now flowered and come to full bloom. God will 
bless them for what they have done, and you can be sure that 
these girls will never, never forget the priests who brought them 
here to answer Christ’s holy calling. 

May God increase and multiply an understanding of the 
Mystical Body of Christ, so that we can appreciate the role that 
the Holy Spirit has given to these particular members of His 
who are to co-operate so closely in the salvation of souls, not 
only that they themselves may be saved, but that salvation may 
be brought to the world, to the Church, and above all, that great 
graces, the grace of love, may come into all hearts. But in 
particular I pray that it may grow ever deeper in the hearts of 
these young women. 

And do you remember them. Pray for them. Their life is 
hard. They need to be sustained, and because of the prayers 
you offer for them, God will love you very much, because when 
you pray for these Sisters, you are praying for a very special 
portion of God’s Holy Church. God bless you! 





Ith Here! — The New Printing Press we needed so 


badly—but we still hope our good friends can help us in financing 
its purchase. May God bless you for any amount sent for this 
purpose to: 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Challenge of Love 


RITTEN in the simple language which marks the 
words of Jesus as we study them in the Gospel par- 


ables, we find the fascinating story of the “pearl of 

great price.” You will recall the parable: having 
found this precious pearl, the merchant went his way, sold all 
that he had and bought it. (Matt. 13:45,46.) 


In the history of Holy Mother Church, we also find a 
chapter which tells of a pearl of great price, and this chapter 
might be entitled “A Religious Vocation.” Certainly, the life 
of a Priest, Brother or Sister can be compared to the finding of 
this precious pearl, for it is a life which holds out to the soul 
countless spiritual treasures and riches. Yet we find another 
word stamped across the pages of this “chapter” of our book, 
a word written in letters of fiery red—and that word is 
CHALLENGE! 

The religious life (and this includes also the priesthood) 
is a challenge, and a life that demands an heroic soul who desires 
and seeks love in its fulness. God is love, and as the great St. 
Augustine was forced to cry out after his unsatisfied soul had 
sought every earthly pleasure, “Thou hast made us for Thyself, 
O God, and our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee.” 


The religious life is not an escape, a life of repression and 
sadness. On the contrary, it is meant to be the perfection of our 
human life, a state wherein the soul is called upon to love the 
Author of all human love, God Himself; and this search for 
union with God, if lived and strengthened by Divine grace, will 
cause the soul to blossom forth into the full development of its 
spiritual powers. 

When a young woman dons the garb of a Sister and dedi- 
cates her life to God, she must be fortified with enthusiasm, 
courage, and the valiant heart so necessary to the Bride of 
Christ. At times the Challenge of Love will become the Chal- 
lenge of Sacrifice, and it is at these times that her Divine Spouse 
will share with her the deepest riches of His love, which led Him 
to lay down His life for her. Far from embittering her, these 
sorrows or trials, which will be woven amid the countless joys 
of her religious life, must enlarge her heart, for the heart of a 
Spouse of Christ must be big enough to embrace the numberless 
spiritual children whom she must form and nourish for the 
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Church. In consecrating to God her virginity, she sacrifices the 
joys of human motherhood, but she is destined to become a 
mother of souls, just as her model, Mary Immaculate, became 
the spiritual Mother of all men. God gave to the heart of woman 
great love, strength and devotion, and it is in the love and ser- 
vice of God that these gifts must be developed and exercised to 
their fulness. 


Kneeling at the Eucharistic Throne of 
Grace, dedicating their life, talents, joys and 
sorrows to God, the Brides of Christ indeed 
“sell all they possess,” but as the light of 
God’s love illumines their generous and surren- 
dered hearts, the shining pearl which He has 
placed in them shines radiant in its discovery. 
Today’s youth are courageous; they seek a 
CHALLENGE, and many of them know that 
it is God alone who can fully satisfy the rest- 
less heart of man. If the pearl of a religious 
vocation has been placed within a heart, it will 
make itself felt; but unless the Challenge is 
accepted, God’s call heeded, and the soul gen- 
erously responds, the treasure will be lost for 
time and eternity. Whether the call be to a 
life of active labors (in the mission fields, 
the classroom, the sickrooms of a hospital), or to a life 
of prayer, (such as the life of Eucharistic Adoration lived 
in the monastic cloister), the strength to make the religious 
vocation what it is meant to be—a life of union with God—must 
be obtained through prayer. This strength will be imparted in 
the greatest degree through the most powerful of all prayers, 
the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, as well as through a whole- 
hearted dedication to Christ in the Holy Eucharist. Hand in 
hand with Him, the religious will experience in her vocation a 
life of love, joy and peace. The quest of souls through prayer, 
sacrifice and labor presents daily challenges, all leading to a 
deepening of this love as it is bestowed upon those who dedicate 
themselves with wholehearted love to His service. 


The Church needs laborers for the Master’s vineyard; she 
needs generous, enthusiastic hearts to accept the challenge of 
love and sacrifice, which is the religious vocation. Our Lord has 
told us, “Pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send forth 
laborers into His harvest.” (Luke 10:2.) The great weapon of 


Venite adoremus!> 
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prayer is the answer to the world’s needs; and the religious life, 
which is essentially a life of prayer, needs courageous workers 
to supply this spiritual ammunition. 

Young ladies (preferably between 16 and 30) desiring to 
learn more of our Benedictine Eucharistic Vocation will be sent 
literature upon request. Write to: — 


Reverend Mother Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 





YOUNG MEN are also needed in Christ's 
Vineyard, and Mother Church invites some as 
priests, others as brothers. The BENEDICTINE 
LAY BROTHERS live a consecrated life of 
prayer and work, their hearts joyously fixed on 
eternity, their hands busy, in a spirit of humility 
and self-sacrifice, in the domestic tasks and crafts of the monas- 
tery. Any devout young man with good health who is interested 
in the vocation of a Benedictine Brother is invited to correspond 
with: — 





Rev. Brother Instructor 
Conception Monastery 
Conception, Missouri 





o 
BD : 


Your Candle 
Can Be a Sacrifice-Offering for the Poor Souls. 


A large wax candle will be burned for your intention in 
any of our Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration a day and a night 
for an offering of 50¢; one week for $3.50; one month for $12.00. 

A Vigil Light may be burned in our Relic Chapel to honor 
_ the Saints whose relics are there enshrined for an offering of 
10¢. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Blessed Are the Grateful 


November as a day of National Thanksgiving is annually 

issued by the President of the United States. He calls 

upon the American people to gather in their places of 
worship and give thanks to God for the spiritual and temporal 
blessings enjoyed by our nation and by all its citizens. It is 
certainly a praiseworthy practice to set aside this day to express 
gratitude to God in a public way, and it is hoped that the citizens 
of our country really do make it a day of thanksgiving to the 
Giver of all gifts. 


It is good to have a day set aside to “count our blessings,” 
for most of us incline the other way. We recount our trials, our 
humiliations, our disappointments. But if, instead, we would 
focus our attention on the good things we have enjoyed, we 
would not wait for a specially proclaimed “Thanksgiving Day” 
to get down on our knees in gratitude to God for His goodness 
to us as a nation, as a family, as an individual. Nor would we 
be so careless and forgetful of the kindnesses done to us by those 
about us: by father, mother, sister, brother, relatives, friends, 
priests, teachers; perhaps even by strangers, by officials and 
public servants of whatever kind. Certainly, one of the loveliest 
traits of character is that of gratitude, and parents who early 
train their children in this art and virtue are implanting in their 
lives a wonderful ingredient for happiness. Gratitude makes 
one grow in personal attractiveness, and still more in beauty 
of soul. 


Gratitude is like sunshine—it warms hearts. It blesses both 
the giver and the receiver, as Shakespeare says of mercy: “It 
blesses him that gives and him that takes.” Everyone has oc- 
casions to practice this virtue, for no one is so high and mighty 
and self-sufficient that he does not need help from others. Being 
grateful is never beneath a person’s dignity. Gratitude is found 
in the heart, more than in the purse or checkbook, though the 
latter may help to express it. Gratitude is one of the moral 
virtues. It is a virtue that enables the possessor to do two 
things: to acknowledge and thank in a sincere way for favors 
done for him, or for gifts received; and to make a return in one 


PROCLAMATION designating the fourth Thursday of 
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way or another for such gifts and kindnesses. A smile, a word 
or note of thanks, a timely act, may be our way of repaying. 
Some cases may require a little outlay of money. And even if 
we feel quite incapable of repaying adequately a favor that has 
been done to us, there is always the resource of prayer for our 
benefactor, that the God of all goodness may repay in a higher 
way. 


There is another wonderful thing about gratitude, especi- 


ally gratitude to God Himself. It is a remedy for sin, for sin . 


and gratitude simply do not mix. Sin is ingratitude to God, 
and gratitude and ingratitude are contradictory terms. One 
rules out the other. So where there is true gratitude to God, 
there can be no grievous, wilful sin. 


This Thanksgiving Day can be used as an excellent start 
in acquiring this virtue if it has been neglected, or it can give 
a new impetus and intensification to its practice if this quality 
has already found root in your soul. On Thanksgiving morning, 
go to Holy Mass, the “Eucharistic” or “Thanksgiving” Sacrifice, 
and receive Holy Communion, and in your heart of hearts whis- 
per to the Divine Benefactor there enshrined that you are grate- 
ful for all the blessings bestowed upon you and yours, upon the 
Church and upon the Nation; blessings temporal and spiritual, 
past and present, and even those yet to come. Tell Him that 
you adore, you love, you praise, you thank Him for every mani- 
festation of His fatherly care and Divine Providence. Look 
back into your life and enumerate some of these blessings. 
Glance over the history of the Church, over the history of our 
country; count the blessings of the year just past. Repeat a 
similar prayer on the following Friday, and again on Saturday, 
on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and in the weeks 
that follow, until the repetition becomes a daily habit, the per- 
fect flowering of which should be experienced on your deathbed, 
when you will feel that eternity itself will hardly be long enough 
to thank God for all His goodness to you. 

By way of a postscript, we might add that the short, com- 
prehensive thanksgiving prayer used as “Grace after Meals” is 
very appropriate for any and all occasions, and has moreover an 
indulgence of 300 days attached to its recital: — 

“We give Thee thanks, Almighty God, for all Thy bless- 
ings: Who livest and reignest for ever and ever. Amen.” 
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Little Lovers’ League 


which should hold special interest for the young. It is 

the feast of Mary’s Presentation in the Temple. Ac- 

cording to an ancient tradition, Mary’s parents, Joachim 
and Anna, brought her to the Temple of Jerusalem when she was 
only three years old, to dedicate her to the special service of God. 
They had promised Him this during the long years when they 
were waiting for a child. In the great and beautiful Temple of 
Jerusalem there were rooms where young Jewish girls were 
placed for this dedicated service. Here they learned to spin and 
embroider the silk and gold vestments for use in the Temple. 
At other times they were instructed in the meaning of the Bible 
and taught the lengthy prayers of the Old Testament. 

We can imagine how happy the little Mary was to live in 
the house of God, to assist at the sacrifices that were offered 
and to take part in the singing of hymns and psalms that made 
up the Divine services. Playing the simple games that were 
popular among her companions, spinning and sewing, she did 
not know then that the Son of the great God she was serving 
would one day become her own Son and that she would be the 
Mother of the Promised Redeemer for whom she and all her 
countrymen were praying. 

This is also true of you in a way, dear Little Lovers; you 
do not know either what God is preparing for you while you 
study and play. That is why you should use each minute care- 
fully, as Mary did, so that when the work He wants you to do is 
ready, you will be ready for it. Then you will not have to look 
back and regret having wasted your time, but like Mary you 
will be able to call yourselves real “Handmaids” and “Servants” 
of the Lord. 

PRACTICE: Try to pray the Way.of the Cross at least twice a 
week during November for the Poor Souls suffering in purgatory. 


ASPIRATION: Mary, Mother of Mercy, have pity on the Poor 
Souls and pray to Jesus for them. 


The Cloak and the Beggar 


ARTIN shivered and pulled his wide military cloak closer 
about him. The November day was bleak and cold, 

with an icy wind blowing from the north as he and the 
other soldiers rode along the frozen road to Amiens. It would 


| OVEMBER brings with it a feast of the Blessed Virgin 
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be good to reach the city and the warmth of a comfortable fire. 
The horse he was riding seemed to sense his thoughts, for he in- 
creased his pace, blowing a cloud of hot breath into the frosty 
air. “God help the poor creatures who must be outdoors in 
weather like this,” thought the soldier. “It’s enough to take 
the heart out of a man. Though I suppose the good Father 
would tell me that the Creator sends it for some good purpose.” 
His thoughts turned then as they often did in those days to the 
Faith, the Faith of Christ, which was beginning to mean so 
much to him. He was not baptized yet—just a catechumen, as 
those studying Christianity were then called; but already those 
who were instructing him found much to hope for in this sturdy 
young soldier, whose courage was that of the spirit as well as 
the body. 

Just as they reached the gate of the city, they saw a half- 
naked figure crouching at the entrance, shivering with cold, his 
hands outstretched to beg an alms. The other soldiers rode on, 
taking no notice of the man. But Martin, his heart touched 
with pity, pulled his horse to a halt. His purse was empty, but 
it was not money the beggar needed then so much as sympathy 
and warmth. Swinging the great cloak from his shoulder, Mar- 
tin drew his sword, and with a single stroke slit it from top to 
bottom. Leaning from his horse, he wrapped one half about the 
beggar, saying with great kindness: “Take this for the love of 
Christ!” And before the man could find words to thank him, 
the soldier had spurred his horse and was gone. 


That same night, asleep by the fire, the half of his cloak 
drawn around him, Martin was awakened by a dazzling light 
which seemed to come from someone who stood near the door. 
Looking closer, Martin recognized the beggar he had met that 
day. But what had happened? He was no longer a beggar! 
Brilliant with light, his face held a beauty not of this earth, and 
his whole figure was wrapped in majesty. But still, from his 
shoulders hung the half-cloak—Martin would have recognized 
it anywhere! What could it mean? Then he heard a voice: 
“This is the cloak that Martin, the catechumen, gave Me.” With 
a thrill of joy, Martin realized the truth of those words spoken 
by Our Lord in the Gospel: “What you have done to the least 
of these, My brethren, you have done to Me.” 

Many years later, when Martin the soldier had become 
Martin, the Bishop of Tours, and head of the Church in France, 
he still remembered the Beggar and his cloak and taught all his 
followers to seek and recognize Christ in the poor, the needy and 
the outcast. We keep the feast of St. Martin on the 11th of 
November. Wouldn’t you like to honor him by doing an act of 
charity for a poor person, for love of Jesus? 
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Know and Appreciate the Greatest of the Sacraments 


Greatest of all the Sacraments is the Holy Eucharist, the Perpetual 
Sacrifice and the Abiding Presence of Christ on our altars, the Memorial 
of His Passion, the Pledge of our Future happiness. Nothing can be 
more rewarding for us than to know and love this Gift of gifts. 


THE HOLY EUCHARIST, OUR ALL — The Holy Eucharist is truly our ALL 
if we know how to understand and appreciate what it means. Strength, 
grace, consolation, encouragement, all are ours in this great Mystery of 
Faith, this Gift of Christ’s Heart. 


GOD WITH US — This is 
the true meaning of the 
Holy Eucharist-God WITH 
us, always, closer than 
friend or neighbor, closer 
still if we will but go to 
Him. Let these inspiring 
pages add light and warmth 
to your devotion. 


EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES 
— Twelve marvelous man- 
ifestations of the Real 
Presence, striking miracles 
worked to prove, defend 
and explain the great real- 
ity of Christ living on our 
altars. 


MY DAILY VISIT — Ideal 
to take with you for that 
visit to church on your 
way to and from work, 
school or shopping. Con- 
tains prayers and thoughts 


EUCHARISTIC HEART-— 
TALKS WITH JESUS — 
Heart-warming conversa- 
tions with Jesus on the 


things that His presence 
on the altar really mean to 
us. Make this loving Pres- 
ence real by reading and 
thinking deeply about these 
points. 


suited to each day of the 
week, intended to make 
your short minutes before 
the Tabernacle the most 
precious and peaceful of 
day. 








COMMUNICATE FREQUENTLY AND DEVOUTLY — This booklet will help 
you better understand the tremendous need for and the effects of frequent 
Communion. It will dispel any doubts and fears by a clear presentation 
of the Church’s teaching. 


SAINT GERTRUDE THE GREAT — Saint Gertrude, a Benedictine virgin- 
saint of the 12th century, great in her love for God, in her love for souls 
and in the power of her intercession. This booklet will help you celebrate 
her feast on November 17th and prove the efficacy of her willing aid in all 
difficulties. 

Each booklet, 15¢. Postage extra. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Fovact Them Wot 


Do not forget them—the 
souls suffering in purgatory, 
for they are in extreme need of 
help. Now, when they cannot 
help themselves, they depend on 
us to relieve their sufferings and 

to hasten their entrance into a happy eternity. The 
booklets listed below will help you in this work of love. 


Assist the Souls in Purgatory 


An explanation of the doctrine of purgatory, the nature of its torments 
and the method, merit and graces to be gained by helping the poor souls. 
Contains some beautiful prayers. (Available also in German.) 


Your Mass and You 


There is no more powerful way of helping the Poor Souls than Holy 
Mass. Your intelligent active participation in the Mass can bring them con- 
solation and help beyond your power to imagine. Read this forceful booklet 
for a better understanding of Christ’s great Sacrifice. 


A Novena of Holy Communions 


Offer your Communions for the Poor Souls, for a deceased father, 
mother, sister or brother, for friends and relatives. When Christ comes to 
you in His Gift of Love, ask Him for graces for departed loved ones—a most 
efficacious means of aiding them and winning blessings for yourself! 


The Way of the Cross 


Pray the Stations for the Poor Souls—another wonderful way of helping 
them, drawing as it does on the merits of Christ’s Passion. This pocket or 
purse-sized booklet contains a favorite method of making the Way of the 
Cross, with an illustration for each Station and prayers in honor of the 
Passion. 


Through Death to Life 


A valuable booklet for every home, containing a clear explanation of the 
value of the Last Sacraments, instructions for the spiritual care of the sick 
and dying, preparations to be made for a sick-call and assisting a dying 
non-catholic. 


Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations 


Gaining indulgences for the Poor Souls is another efficacious way of 
relieving their sufferings and shortening their purgatory. This booklet con- 
tains an explanation of indulgences and their power, with a large collection 
of indulgenced prayers to suit every need and devotion. 


Each booklet 15¢. Postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





